Lesson 5: Who gives power to seek first the Kingdom?

Lesson 5

Who gives power to seek first the Kingdom?

Let’s STUDY from the Bible!

Last week we learned about our need to put the seeking of God's Kingdom first in our lives. We saw in that lesson that there were many dangers that result in us turning from this all-important pursuit. We looked at three traps that Satan and his demons tempt us to fall into. These are pride, the seeking after riches, and worry. Like Jesus, each citizen of the Kingdom must use Scripture as they resist the temptations of the devil. As we pray for strength and resist the devil's temptations, we find that the devil will quit tempting us for a time, even as he stopped tempting Jesus in the wilderness. This week we will look at where we get the strength to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.  

1. Please turn to Matthew 6:33. There we read, But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  "All these things" are all the things that Matthew 6:25 has told us that we worrying about. What are some of those things? _________________________________________________________. 

What reason is given in the last part of vs.32 for not worrying about these things? ____________________________________________________________________ . 

What does that mean? How does this truth help us to stop worrying? _____________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Answer: The last part of vs.32 means that since our Father in Heaven knows that we are in need of food, things to drink, and clothes for our bodies, He will supply what we need to live. He is willing to give because He is the loving Father of all who trust in Christ. He is able also to give us what we need because He is our Father in Heaven, who has authority over the universe, which He rules from His throne in Heaven.

If our Father in Heaven is the One we must look towards to give us what our bodies need to live each day, then who should we look to in order to give us what we need to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness each day? _________________.

Needed Materials: The girls in your group will need a copy of the Heidelberg Catechism’s meaning for the six requests of the Lord’s Prayer (Lord's Days 47-52). If you have girls that cannot get a Catechism because they are from another church or because they are not a part of any church, then please photocopy that section to give to them. It is important for the answering of the next questions.

2. Of course the way that we ask our Heavenly Father for what we need to seek first His Kingdom and righteousness is by praying to Him. Please look at Matthew 6:9-13 and at Lord's Days 47-52 of the Heidelberg Catechism. Your leader will give you a copy of this part of the Catechism if you do not have it.

Besides our daily bread, what are the five other things the Lord's Prayer says that we need in order for us to seek God's Kingdom first? ___________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Please look at the Heidelberg Catechism's explanations of these requests. 

a. When we pray Hallowed be Your Name, we are asking really for three things. 

1) First we are asking the Father to help us to _________ know Him. 

Where do we learn the truth about God so we can really know Him? _______ ______________________________________________________________.

     Why does the Catechism add that word REALLY? ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: The Catechism adds the word REALLY because there are so many false ways that people seek to know God. Some people think that what they imagine God to be is what exactly what He is. They imagine for example, that God accepts people breaking His commandments, because He loves people. Others think of the God of the Bible as being the same as the gods worshipped by the Hindus except He has a different name. Some think that to simply know the facts ABOUT God is to really know Him. That is not the truth. To really know God the Father as our Father in Heaven, we must believe in Jesus Christ His Son for our salvation. We must embrace the truths we learn about God from the Bible in faith, as facts that teach us more about the LORD we are walking with by faith. If we do not know the truth about God, and do not embrace those truths by faith, we will certainly not know Him, nor treat Him with the honor that He so richly deserves.

What are asking our Father in Heaven for when we ask for His help to really know Him? _____________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: We are asking the Father to help us to understand the truths of His Word so that we can learn more of Who He is. We are asking the Father to strengthen our faith in Him and in His Word so we will embrace Him all the more by faith and walk more closely with Him each day, which will result in us knowing Him more experientially.

2) The second thing we are asking the Father's help for is so that we can bless, __________, and ________ Him for all His ___________ and for all that shines forth from them: His _____________ power, ____________, _______________, ________________, _______________, and _______________.

3) The third thing that we ask the Father's help for when we say, Hallowed be Your Name, is so that He will help us direct all of our living so that________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

b. When we pray, Your Kingdom come, we are asking the Father again for three things. 

1) What is the first thing we are asking God the Father for? __________ ______________________________________________________________.

2) The second thing we ask for concerns our fellow citizens in God's Kingdom and all others who will be brought to faith in Christ. Therefore we pray for the __________ to be strengthened and ____________. What we pray for we seek to fulfill. The way we're to live is to pray and work. How will you seek to strengthen the Church?____________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________.

How will you seek to be used of God to help increase it? ________________ ______________________________________________________________.

3) Those who seek first God's Kingdom want to see God's royal rule to be shown in the world through the defeat of all evil. Why do we need to pray for this? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: We need to pray for this because this keeps our hearts loyal to Christ our King as we declare through our prayer that we are siding with Him against the enemies of the Kingdom. Also we pray this because we must daily battle against these forces of evil. By asking for Him to destroy the devil's work we are asking for the Father to remove that which is at enmity with us so as to give us relief from some of that struggle we are daily in as kingdom seekers.  

4) This is all prayed for with hope of Christ's coming again, when the Kingdom will be revealed in all its' fullness. We pray then for strength to always be looking forward to that full revelation of the Kingdom.

c. As those committed to seeking the Kingdom first, we said last lesson that one of the enemies of seeking this is pride. Pride always wants our will to be done. What are we praying for in the request, YOU WILL BE DONE, that helps us to get rid of pride? __________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________. 

Answer: We are asking the Father to help us to reject our own wills and to obey without any back talk. We are asking Him to see that the Father's will alone is good. We also are praying for a servant attitude to be in us as we do all that we are called to do as willingly and faithfully as the angels in heaven. 

d. When you seek God's righteous ways, you find as a citizen that you daily break the laws of the Kingdom. What do we need to pray for so we can make a fresh start in seeking the Lord? ______________________. Why will He do this for us? __________________________________________________. When we pray this, what must we be willing to do for others if we are to expect God the Father to forgive us? ______________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________.

e. What are we asking the Father to help us with when we say, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil? ___________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

f. There are other things we need to pray for as those who are committed to putting the King of the Kingdom and His commandments first in our lives.

1) Please look up James 1:5-8. When you are trying to follow Christ, as a citizen of His Kingdom you will experience difficulties. James says in vs.5 that in those trials you might lack something. What is it you might lack? _________ ______________________________________________________________.

How will having this help you to continue to seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? _______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________.

Explanation: Wisdom is applying God's Word to life. As the Christian goes through trials, he may not understand how to apply God's law to his present situation. He needs to apply God's Word to his life so that while he endures hardship he will do so as one who is obedient to God.

2) Please look up 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. In all our hardships we run the danger of slowing down or stopping our pursuit of God's Kingdom. In the middle of such hardships what do these verses tell you that the Father will give you? ______________________________________________________________.

He comforts us as His children who He will never allow to be taken away from Him. Yet, in the midst of trials we pray for that needed comfort.

g. The Kingdom Seeker not only prays to the Father for what they NEED, they also pray, saying thank-you to Him for all that He has given. This is so important for you to remember girls. Prayer is to always have in it praise of God and thanks giving to God, along with your requests.

3. Please return to Matthew 6:33. Girls, this verse is a part of the B ___ ___ ___ ___. This is the chief way that the Father strengthens the faith of the citizens of Christ's Kingdom. How does reading and mediating on the Bible help you to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? ___________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: The Bible teaches us more about the King. It teaches us of His promises of  the forgiveness of our sins and of strength to seek the Kingdom (for example Hebrews 4:14-16). It teaches us of the work of Christ our Savior and King, which motivates us to seek the Kingdom out of thankfulness for all He has done for us. This Word instructs us in the ways of obedience. It is used by the Holy Spirit to comfort us in our trials and to lead us forward in hope.

4. Please look again at Matthew 6:33. Notice the promise that if we seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, then all we must have to satisfy our physical needs will be added unto us. Implied in this promise is the fact that we will be supplied continually until the day that we see our King in Heaven and enjoy His kingdom rule and His fellowship there. Or His supplying of us will last until His Kingdom will be revealed in all of its' fullness at Christ our King's return to earth. Then as citizens of His Kingdom, we will be gathered up by Him, into Heaven. 

As those who believe in Jesus Christ and are seeking His Kingdom, this hope of us going to be with Him should give us daily strength to keep seeking His Kingdom first. This hope we have is not a "Maybe". It is a certainty. For Christ's death and resurrection made it a reality that all believers wait to experience. All who trust in Christ will certainly be kept by Christ in this life so they may enjoy this hope at death or when He returns.

* * *

Let’s MEDITATE on the Bible!

1. Is God the Father able to supply ALL the needs that you have in seeking the Kingdom? How do you know? ___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2. Write down some of your thoughts about the privilege that you have in being able to pray to the Father everyday. ______________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. Write down some of your thoughts about all that the Bible says that strengthens you in your seeking first the Kingdom. ________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

4. Think for a moment about the joyous certainty of your heavenly future as one who believes in Jesus and is a citizen of His Kingdom. 

* * *
Let’s LIVE by the Bible!
1. How will you get what you need from God the Father so you can continue seeking His Kingdom first? ___________________________________.

2. Will you continue to read and meditate on God's Word? _________. How will doing this strengthen you to seek first the Kingdom? _______________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. How does the thought of the certainty of your heavenly future as a Kingdom seeker, help strengthen you to keep seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

