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Lesson 4

What is the importance of the Kingdom?

Let’s STUDY from the Bible!

Last lesson we learned about a bit more of what it is like to be a citizen of the Kingdom. We learned then that a Kingdom citizen practices the disciplines of the Kingdom. We looked at such disciplines as prayer, Bible meditation, and Sunday worship. This lesson focuses on the fact that the Kingdom must come first in our lives.

1. Please turn to Matthew 6:33. There we read in the opening part of that verse, “But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness…” Please write down what you think that part of the verse means (See lesson #1, "Let's Study the Bible", 3e). ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: When Jesus says that we are to seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, what He means is that we are to seek to be citizens of God’s Kingdom over which He rules and to have the righteousness that God the Father accepts. The only righteousness that the Father accepts is the righteousness that would be earned by Jesus’ ransom. Only those who put their trust in King Jesus as the One who was sent by God the Father to die in their place could be citizens of the Kingdom. Only these would have charged to their accounts Jesus’ perfect righteousness and complete suffering. These would also have their rebellion charged to Jesus’ account. These, the Father would declare as being truly righteous. He would give them eternal life. These believers in Jesus show their faith in Him as they seek to live 1st for Him. This is putting Him 1st in all areas of life, according to all the righteous laws of God.

2. Why must the Kingdom of God and His righteousness come first? _______________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: The need to seek 1st God's Kingdom and His righteousness is because not to seek it is to not have eternal life.

3. Please look at Matthew 4:1-11. Who was the enemy who sought to get Jesus away from putting 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? ___________. He is the same one who also tries to get us away from seeking 1st the Kingdom. 

a. What were the three ways that he used to try to get Jesus away from seeking the concerns of the Kingdom? ____________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

b. What did Jesus use to resist these temptations? ___________________________.

c. What happened when Jesus kept resisting Satan (vs.11)? ____________________ _________________________________________________________________.

4. The three areas of temptation that Satan used to attack Jesus, Satan and his demons use against us. The three temptations can be described as covering the areas of pride (4:5-7), the allurement of riches (4:8-10), and the concern over our physical needs (4:1-4). In Matthew 5-7, Jesus addresses these three areas in chapter six. In 6:1-18 the temptation to pride is spoken against. Please look at 6:5-15. 

a. How is pride shown in vs.5? In vs. 7-8? In vs.14-15? _______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: In vs.5 the pride of people is shown when they want to pray to be seen & praised by other people. In vs.7-8 pride is seen in that people try to force God the Father to hear them by using many words. This is the kind of praying that the prophets of Baal did on Mt. Carmel against Elijah in 1 Kings 18:20-40. In vs.14-15 pride is seen in our wanting God to forgive us of our sins we've done against Him, yet we're unwilling to forgive others the sins they have done against us. This is pride in that it makes sins against God forgivable, but those done against us as being unforgivable. This makes sins against us appear to be worse than sins done against God.

b. How is enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness?

1) What did Jesus say to Satan in Matthew 4:7?__________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

2) What was His instruction so we would defeat pride in prayer, as He gave it in Matthew 6:6 and 8? ______________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 Explanation for “2)": Remind the girls from lesson#3, that secret prayer does not mean we ought not to pray with other Christians (See Acts 1:12-14; 2:42; 4:23-24; and 13:3). These texts just listed show that we must pray with fellow Kingdom Citizens. Nor does secret prayer exclude praying corporately in the worship services (1 Timothy 2:8). The meaning of secret prayer is that amongst all the types of praying we seek to do, we seek sometime daily to be alone with God our Father. This private praying is so we might pour out our hearts to Him without anyone looking at us or listening in on us. The point of Jesus’ calling for secret prayer is also to show us of our need to seek our Father in Heaven. He must be the focus of our prayers. We are not to seek to put on a show for those who are listening, if we pray in public. Nor are we to put on a show in private where we pray either to impress ourselves on how much our emotions were stirred or to impress ourselves on how well we put our words together.

Explanation for "2)": The pride that says we can wear down God with our many prayers so He will do what we want is to be defeated. It is defeated by the truth that God our Father doesn't need to be persuaded to give the children of His Kingdom what they need for their bodies and souls. He knows what we need before we ask it, meaning that His heart is already primed to give us what we need when we pray for it. Further, pride is defeated when we look at vs.9-10 and see that what is important in life if not what we WANT but that God's name is hallowed, His Kingdom would come and His will be done. If these things are influencing us then self is put second, God first, and thus pride is crushed.

3) Sometimes pride rises within us when others sin against us. We can start to think that what the person who hurt us did was so terrible that we can't forgive them. How do we defeat this kind of pride (See Matthew 6:14 and 15)? _____ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: These verses teach us that God's forgiveness of us was so great of a thing that in comparison any debt we think others owe us because they sinned against us is so small. When we see the great difference between debts we are humbled, pride is put to death, and we willingly forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us.

c. Please look at Matthew 6:19-24. What is the enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness that is mentioned in verse 24? ___________________.

Vs.19 tells us what mammon is. Mammon is our laying up for ourselves _______ __________________________ (Use the words from vs.19). 

Explanation: Laying up money only for ourselves to spend on ourselves to buy prettier clothes, or more toys, or to save money so as to become so rich we will never have to work or worry about food again, is a worship of Mammon. 1) It is sinful because it is a serving of riches and self rather than putting God first. 2) It is sinful because it is not being rich towards God in thankfulness for all He has done for us (Luke 12:13-21). Richness towards God is shown by us using what He has given us to help those in need, to support missions, and to support the work of our local churches. 3) It is sinful because it chokes out the Word, as the care of things becomes more important than doing what the Bible says (Matthew 13:22).

1) What did Jesus say to Satan when Satan tried to get Jesus to worship him so that he would give Jesus mammon (see Matthew 4:10)? _________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2) What other solution for the defeating of this enemy Mammon does Jesus give in Matthew 6:20-21? We must lay up for ourselves _____________________.  What does that mean? ____________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: These treasures are the rewards the Father has planned for the work His Kingdom citizens have done. These are works are rewarded when they are done in line with His law, believing in Jesus Christ, for God's glory, and not according to the imagination of men (Lord's Day #33). God does not give us these treasures as a payment for work done. They are really gifts given to us above and beyond the gift of us being saved through Jesus Christ. This is easily understood when we think that all the good we do we can only do by God's strength. Also it is only good because it has been washed clean of sin by Christ's blood.  

d. Please look at Matthew 6:25-34. What is the enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness that is mentioned in vs.25? _____________________.

1) Satan tried to get Jesus to worry about His empty stomach and to doubt that God His Father would provide for Him. He wanted Jesus to make His own food and not to wait on His Father to provide in His Father's timing. What did Jesus say in answer to this temptation to worry and so to stop seeking the Kingdom (See Matthew 4:4)? ______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________.

2) Look again at Matthew 6:25-34. What is the solution given there for us to defeat this enemy worry? __________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

* * *

Let’s MEDITATE on the Bible!

1. Do you see that the Kingdom must be treated as #1 in your life? ________________. Why or why not? ______________________________________________________.

2. Are you aware of any enemies controlling your life? Which ones? _______________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

* * *
Let’s LIVE by the Bible!

1. Are you determined to put Christ and the concerns of His Kingdom 1st? __________.

2. How will you seek to put the Kingdom of God 1st? ___________________________ ____________________________________________________________________ .

3. How will you seek to stop the enemies of the Kingdom from controlling you so that you can again seek 1st God's Kingdom and His righteousness?___________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Answer: We must get rid of enemies by: 1. Praying for strength to resist the temptations. 2. Memorize key Scriptures to use as Jesus did in resisting temptation. 3. If the temptation is strong, physically remove yourself from the situation. Like Joseph fled from Potiphar's wife. 4. When you give into temptation stop doing that sin, turn back to God, ask His forgiveness for Jesus sake, ask the forgiveness of those you sinned against, and then renew your seeking of God's Kingdom. Pray for His strength to seek Him each day. This battle to keep seeking will be all life long. Yet, be encouraged. We have a sympathetic High Priest, Jesus Christ. As we come to the Father through Him, the Father will show us mercy and give us grace (Hebrews 4:14-16).

