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Lesson 4

What is the importance of the Kingdom?

Let’s STUDY from the Bible!

Last lesson we learned about a bit more of what it is like to be a citizen of the Kingdom. We learned then that a Kingdom citizen practices the disciplines of the Kingdom. We looked at such disciplines as prayer, Bible meditation, and Sunday worship. This lesson focuses on the fact that the Kingdom must come first in our lives.

1. Please turn to Matthew 6:33. There we read in the opening part of this verse, “But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness…” Please write down what you think that part of the verse means (See lesson #1, "Let's Study the Bible", 3e). _____________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2. Why must the Kingdom of God and His righteousness come first? _______________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. Please look at Matthew 4:1-11. Who was the enemy who sought to get Jesus away from putting 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? ___________. He is the same one who also tries to get us away from seeking 1st the Kingdom. 

a. What were the three ways that he used to try to get Jesus away from seeking the concerns of the Kingdom? ____________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

b. What did Jesus use to resist these temptations? ___________________________.

c. What happened when Jesus kept resisting Satan (vs.11)? ____________________ _________________________________________________________________.

4. The three areas of temptation that Satan used to attack Jesus, Satan and his demons use against us. The three temptations can be described as covering the areas of pride (4:5-7), the allurement of riches (4:8-10), and the concern over our physical needs (4:1-4). In Matthew 5-7, Jesus addresses these three areas in chapter six. In 6:1-18 the temptation to pride is spoken against. Please look at 6:5-15. 

a. How is pride shown in vs.5? In vs. 7-8? In vs.14-15? _______________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

b. How is enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness?

1) What did Jesus say to Satan in Matthew 4:7?__________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2) What was His instruction so we would defeat pride in prayer, as He gave it in Matthew 6:6 and 8? ______________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

3) Sometimes pride rises within us when others sin against us. We can start to think that what the person who hurt us did was so terrible that we can't forgive them. How do we defeat this kind of pride (See Matthew 6:14 and 15)? _____ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

c. Please look at Matthew 6:19-24. What is the enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness that is mentioned in verse 24? ___________________.

Vs.19 tells us what mammon is. Mammon is our laying up for ourselves _______ __________________________ (Use the words from vs.19). 

1) What did Jesus say to Satan when Satan tried to get Jesus to worship him so that he would give Jesus mammon (see Matthew 4:10)? _________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

2) What other solution for the defeating of this enemy Mammon does Jesus give in Matthew 6:20-21? We must lay up for ourselves _____________________.  What does that mean? ____________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

d. Please look at Matthew 6:25-34. What is the enemy of seeking 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness that is mentioned in vs.25? _____________________.

1) Satan tried to get Jesus to worry about His empty stomach and to doubt that God His Father would provide for Him. He wanted Jesus to make His own food and not to wait on His Father to provide in His Father's timing. What did Jesus say in answer to this temptation to worry and so to stop seeking the Kingdom (See Matthew 4:4)? ______________________________________ ______________________________________________________________.

2) Look again at Matthew 6:25-34. What is the solution given there for us to defeat this enemy worry? __________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

* * *

Let’s MEDITATE on the Bible!

1. Do you see that the Kingdom must be treated as #1 in your life? ________________. Why or why not? ______________________________________________________.

2. Are you aware of any enemies controlling your life? Which ones? _______________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

* * *
Let’s LIVE by the Bible!

1. Are you determined to put Christ and the concerns of His Kingdom 1st? __________.

2. How will you seek to put the Kingdom of God 1st? ___________________________ ____________________________________________________________________ .

3. How will you seek to stop the enemies of the Kingdom from controlling you so that you can again seek 1st God's Kingdom and His righteousness?___________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

