Lesson 1: Who is the King of the Kingdom?

Lesson 1

Who is the King of the Kingdom?

Let’s STUDY from the Bible!

1. Please read Matthew 6:33.

a. Who is speaking these words? __________________.

b. Whose Kingdom does He say we are to seek? __________________.

c. Who ruled for God over His Kingdom, Israel, in the Old Testament? __________ _________________________________________________________________.

Answer: In the Old Testament, God ruled over His people Israel through His kings, for example King David.

d. Jesus is The Son of David. Because He is the Son of David, who can we say is the one through whom God the Father now rules His Kingdom? ________________.

e. How is Jesus different from David (besides the fact that Jesus has a different name than David)? __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: David was a picture of what Jesus would be like. Jesus as David’s descendant would be the one through whom God the Father would rule His kingdom and all of His kingdom citizens. Jesus speaks in vs.33 then as this King. Unlike King David who was only a man, Jesus is both God the Son, as well as being a perfect man. Only as God and perfect man could He be the King forever over God the Father’s kingdom and over His kingdom citizens.

2. Please look again at Matthew 6:33.

a. What is the only seven-letter word in that verse? K I N G D O M.

b. Try explaining what that word means. ___________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

     Explanation: A kingdom is that area over which a king rules. 

c. How do true citizens of a kingdom respond to laws of their king? ____________ _________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: Those who are true citizens of that kingdom are those who submit to the rule of the king. They are those who obey his commands.

d. What do we call those who do not respond in such a way? ______________. Are they true citizens of this kingdom? ________ If they are not citizens then what are they? ____________________________. How do you think that the king will respond to these people? ____________________________________________. 

Explanation: There maybe some people who do not obey the king, living in the area ruled by the king. These are called rebels. They are not real citizens of the kingdom. They are enemies of the kingdom, who will be judged by the King.

e. Jesus is the King of God the Father’s kingdom. Since God rules over all the earth, Jesus demands that everyone obey God the Father’s standard of righteousness, all of His commandments. All must obey perfectly, in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions. We must obey twenty-four hours a day, three hundred and sixty-five days a year, all life long. Do you keep His commandments perfectly, all the time? _______. 

f. The fact that you do not and cannot keep the law perfectly makes you: 1) a citizen of His kingdom? Or 2) a rebel and enemy of His kingdom? (Please, circle one the answers.)

g. Please, read Romans 3:9-20. Write three things that this passage says about how rebellious against God that you really are. ________________________________                                                                                                                                                              ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

h. As rebels and enemies of the King, what do we deserve to have done to us by the King? (Read Romans 6:23) ________________________________.

3. In Matthew 6:33 King Jesus is speaking about people seeking the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness. In this we hear a sound of hope that we might as enemies of the King be made into citizens of the Kingdom.

a. Look up Mark 10:45. What does Jesus say there that He came to do?

_________________________________________________________________.

b. We hear about people who kidnap others demanding ransom money. What do you think the word, RANSOM, means? _____________________________________ _________________________________________________________________.

Explanation: A ransom is a payment that we make to buy something back. We pay the kidnappers money to get the person they have stolen, back to us.

c. According to Mark 10:45, what was the ransom payment that Jesus was making? _________________________________________________________________.

d. Please listen carefully to your leader as she explains who Jesus paid the ransom to and why.

Explanation to be read: In love for rebels like you and me, King Jesus left the glory of Heaven and came to earth to gave His life as a ransom for people like us. A ransom is a payment that we make to buy something back.As rebels we are those who are slaves of sin and are under the death sentence of God’s law. Jesus paid God the Father the just demands of the law. He obeyed perfectly as God and man, paying the demand of God’s justice the perfect obedience to His laws that was demanded of us. He suffered and died on the cross, suffering what we had to pay for our rebellion. Jesus came to give Himself as a ransom to earn for all who would be citizens of His Kingdom the forgiveness of their sins, righteousness, and eternal life. We know that God the Father accepted Jesus’ ransom, because He raised Jesus from the dead.

e. Please turn back to Matthew 6:33. When Jesus says that we are to seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, part of what He means is that we are to seek to be citizens of God’s Kingdom over which He rules and to have the righteousness that God the Father accepts. The only righteousness that the Father accepts is the righteousness that would be earned by Jesus’ ransom. Only those who put their trust in King Jesus as the One who was sent by God the Father to die in their place could be citizens of the Kingdom. Only these would have charged to their accounts the perfect righteousness and complete suffering of Jesus. These would also have their rebellion charged to Jesus’ account. These, the Father would declare as being truly righteous. He would give them eternal life. These believers in Jesus would show their faith in Him as they sought to live for Him in all areas of life and according to all the righteous laws of God.

* * *

Let’s MEDITATE on the Bible!

1. Meditating on the Bible means that we think about what it says. We saw how the Bible showed that we are rebels against King Jesus. Do you agree with the Bible that you are a rebel? ____________________________. Why or Why not?

2. What was the penalty that rebels must suffer? __________. Do you deserve to suffer that penalty? _________.  

3. Think of the great love of King Jesus for rebels like yourself that was shown in His coming down from Heaven to be a ransom for rebels. What do you think about that? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

* * *
Let’s LIVE by the Bible!

1. It is not enough to think about what the Bible says about your rebellion and about Jesus’ ransom. You must act on what you have been meditating on. We must live by the Bible. In order to be a citizen of Jesus’ Kingdom so you might be forgiven of your rebellion and seek His Kingdom and righteousness, you must believe in Him. Do you believe in Jesus as your King and as the one who rescues you from death? ________.

2. If you are already a believer, what should your response be in light of what Jesus has done for you? _________________________________________________________.

3. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ then tell your parents and your leader about it as it will be an opportunity for you to show your thanks to Jesus by your telling other people of the fact that He has saved you. Telling your parents and leader also gives you some time to practice telling someone else about Jesus. This is what Kingdom Citizens do, we tell others about Jesus and their need of Him.

4. If you are not as yet ready to believe in Jesus, stay with the course to learn more about glorious King Jesus and about kingdom seeking.

